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A Full-time RVer’s
Metamorphosis
Article and photos by Emily Fagan #99408

Continued ›››

“…we must look deep within ourselves to 
find the source and wellspring for our own 
personal fulfillment, and sometimes we need 
to put a few miles under our wheels first.“

Coming Full Circle
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While my husband, Mark, and I were boondocking in Arizona, we got a huge 
kick out of seeing all the different kinds of RVs that people were living in 
around us. There were little vans, huge diesel pushers and a host of other types 
of RVs in between.

But when a mammoth Freightliner truck showed up towing both a big 
Alpenlite fifth-wheel trailer and a small pickup truck behind it, we craned our 
necks out the windows to gawk. But staring was hardly enough. We knew 
these folks must have a great story to tell, and we rushed over to meet them 
and find out.

ZRRGHQ�ÀRRUV�WKDW�ÀRZHG�VHDPOHVVO\�
LQWR�WKH�ELJ�VOLGHRXWV�RQ�HLWKHU�VLGH�
:RZ��2XU�IXOO�WLPH�59LQJ�ULJ�LV�

ORYHO\��DQG�LW¶V�KRPH��EXW�ZH¶YH�NHSW�
LW�SUHWW\�VWRFN��+RZHYHU��3KLO�DQG�$QQ�
%RWQLFN�DUH�LQYHQWLYH�SHRSOH��DQG�WKH\�
DUH�ERWK�YHU\�KDQG\��7KHLU�EHDXWL�
IXOO\�FXVWRPL]HG�59�LV�D�WHVWDPHQW�
WR�WKH�FUHDWLYH�ZD\�WKH\�KDYH�OLYHG�
WKHLU�OLYHV��HYROYLQJ�DQG�JURZLQJ�DQG�
WUDQVIRUPLQJ�WKHLU�OLIHVW\OH�DV�WKH\�
KDYH�OLYHG�IXOO�WLPH�LQ�DQ�59�IRU�WKH�
SDVW����\HDUV�

Starting Out
1RZ����DQG����\HDUV�ROG��3KLO�DQG�
$QQ¶V�IXOO�WLPH�59LQJ�DGYHQWXUHV�
VWDUWHG�LQ������LQ�1HZ�-HUVH\�ZKHQ�
WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�WKHLU�ODWH���V�DQG�HDUO\�
��V��3KLO�ZDV�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�GLHVHO�
PHFKDQLF��DQG�KH�RZQHG�D�GLHVHO�
HQJLQH�UHSDLU�DQG�XVHG�WUXFN�VDOHV�
EXVLQHVV��1HZ�(3$�UHJXODWLRQV�IRU�
SODQWV�DQG�HPSOR\HHV�WKDW�KDG�MXVW�
JRQH�LQWR�HIIHFW�ZHUH�PDNLQJ�EXVLQHVV�
GLI¿FXOW��DQG�WKH�\RXQJ�FRXSOH�ZDV�

UHDG\�IRU�D�FKDQJH��³,�ZDQWHG�RXW�´�
$QQ�VD\V��7KH\�RZQHG�D������&DPSHU�
6SHFLDO�*0&�����GLHVHO�WXUER�SLFNXS�
WUXFN�DQG�WKH\�ERXJKW�D���������IRRW�
(ONKDUW�7UDYHOHU�¿IWK�ZKHHO��7KH�¿YHU�
ZHLJKHG�LQ�DW��������OEV�DQG��XQOLNH�
PRGHUQ�HTXLYDOHQWV��ZDV�VWLFN�EXLOW�
DQG�PDGH�RI�ZRRG�
2Q�WKHLU�PDLGHQ�YR\DJH�ZLWK�WKHLU�

VOLFN�QHZ�ULJ��WKH\�KDG�JRQH�RQO\�¿YH�
PLOHV�ZKHQ�$QQ�QRWLFHG�3KLO�ORRNLQJ�
FRQFHUQHG��³:KDW¶V�WKH�PDWWHU"´�VKH�
DVNHG��³:H�QHHG�D�ELJJHU�WUXFN�´�KH�
VDLG�JOXPO\�
,�KDG�WR�ODXJK�DV�WKH\�VKDUHG�WKLV�

VWRU\�EHFDXVH�WKDW¶V�DQ�H[SHULHQFH�VR�
PDQ\�QHZ�59HUV�JR�WKURXJK��RXU�
VHOYHV�LQFOXGHG��,W�LV�KHDUWHQLQJ�WR�
NQRZ�WKDW�HYHQ�WKH�PRVW�VHDVRQHG�
YHWHUDQV�ZHUH�RQFH�QHZELHV��WRR��%XW�
UDWKHU�WKDQ�VLPSO\�JHWWLQJ�D�ELJJHU�
WUXFN��3KLO�WRRN�D������)RUG�/1�����
WUXFN�ZLWK�D�&DWHUSLOODU�HQJLQH�DQG�
$OOLVRQ�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�WKDW�KH�KDG�IRU�
VDOH�LQ�KLV�VKRS��DQG�KH�FUHDWHG�RQH�RI�
WKH�¿UVW�PHGLXP�GXW\�KDXOHUV�
+H�FXW�GRZQ�WKH�WUXFN�ER[�IURP����

IRRW�ORQJ�WR�MXVW�HLJKW�IRRW�ORQJ��EXLOW�
XS�WKH�LQVLGH�ZLWK�VKHOYHV�DQG�VWRUDJH�
DQG�¿OOHG�LW�ZLWK�WRROV�IURP�KLV�VKRS��
7KHQ�KH�OHW�KLV�HPSOR\HHV�JR��OLTXL�
GDWHG�WKH�EXVLQHVV�DQG�KH�DQG�$QQ�KLW�
WKH�URDG²IUHH�DW�ODVW�

The Grand Plan
7KH\�ZHUH�JRLQJ�DGYHQWXULQJ��LQ�SDUW�
WR�¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV��EXW�WKH\�QHHGHG�
WR�ZRUN�DV�WKH\�WUDYHOHG��WRR��7KHLU�
³JUDQG�SODQ´�WR�NHHS�IRRG�RQ�WKH�
WDEOH�DQG�IXHO�LQ�WKH�WUXFN�ZDV�WR�GR�
FRPSXWHU�JHQHUDWHG�HQJUDYLQJ�DW�ÀHD�
PDUNHWV��(TXLSSHG�ZLWK�D�VSHFLDO�
HQJUDYLQJ�PDFKLQH��WKH\�KLW�D�IHZ�ÀHD�
PDUNHWV�WR�VHOO�WKHLU�ZDUHV�DQG�VXG�
GHQO\�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�WKLV�NLQG�RI�ZRUN�
ZDVQ¶W�IRU�WKHP�
$QG�WKDW¶V�WKH�SRLQW�LQ�WKHLU�VWRU\�

ZKHUH�WKH\�UHDOO\�GUHZ�PH�LQ��,W�LV�
VR�HDV\��EHIRUH�VWDUWLQJ�D�IXOO�WLPLQJ�
OLIHVW\OH��WR�WKLQN�WKDW�OLIH�RQ�WKH�URDG�
LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�VWDWLF��WKDW�HYHU\WKLQJ�
ZLOO�EH�³MXVW�VR´�DQG�WKDW�WKLQJV�ZRQ¶W�
FKDQJH��7KH�³VWDUW�GDWH´�DQG�JHWWLQJ�
RXW�WKH�GRRU�DQG�DZD\�IURP�FRQYHQ�

A NLQGO\�ORRNLQJ�PDQ�FDPH�WR�WKH�GRRU��LQWURGXFHG�KLPVHOI�DV�3KLO��
DQG�LPPHGLDWHO\�LQVLVWHG�WKDW�ZH�
FRPH�LQVLGH�DQG�VHH�WKHLU�ULJ��:KDW�
OXFN��:H�QHYHU�WXUQ�GRZQ�DQ�LQYL�
WDWLRQ�OLNH�WKDW��DQG�ZH�VRRQ�IRXQG�
RXUVHOYHV�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�OLYLQJ�URRP�
DQG�VKDNLQJ�KDQGV�ZLWK�$QQ��KLV�SHWLWH�
DQG�VRIW�VSRNHQ�ZLIH�
7DNLQJ�D�TXLFN�JODQFH�DURXQG�WKH�

URRP��ZH�ZHUH�ÀRRUHG�WR�VHH�WZR�
KXJH�UHVLGHQWLDO�OHDWKHU�UHFOLQHUV��D�
JHQHURXV�UHVLGHQWLDO�VRID��DQ�H[RWLF�
GULIWZRRG�GLQLQJ�WDEOH�DQG�DQ�RYHU�
VL]HG��ÀDW�VFUHHQ�79�VKRZLQJ�WKH�
QHZV��7KHVH�IRONV�ZHUH�KDUGO\�³FDPS�
LQJ�´�DQG�WKHLU�ULJ�ZDV�DV�XQXVXDO�RQ�
WKH�LQVLGH�DV�LW�ZDV�RQ�WKH�RXWVLGH�
³<RX�FDQ�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�ZLWK�\RXU�ULJ�

\RX�ZDQW�´�$QQ�ZDV�VD\LQJ�WR�PH�DV�
VKH�JHVWXUHG�DURXQG�WKH�URRP��³<RX�
FDQ�KDYH�DQ\�NLQG�RI�IXUQLWXUH��/RRN�
DW�WKLV�´�6KH�UHDFKHG�EHKLQG�PH�DQG�
UDLVHG�DQG�ORZHUHG�WKH�FXVWRP�LQ�
VWDOOHG�/HYHORU�EOLQGV�RQ�D�ZLQGRZ��
³$QG�WKLV�´�6KH�SRLQWHG�WR�WKH�SUHWW\��

3KLO�DQG�$QQ�%RWQLFNV

Phil and Ann Botnicks  heavy-duty truck and fifth-wheel trailer.
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WLRQDO�OLIH�LV�DOO�WKDW�PDWWHUV��+RZHYHU��
RQFH�RQ�WKH�URDG��PRVW�ORQJ�WHUP�
IXOO�WLPH�59HUV�HQG�XS�FKDQJLQJ�ULJV��
FKDQJLQJ�WKHLU�GDLO\�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�
GHYHORSLQJ�DQG�JURZLQJ�DV�SHRSOH�DV�
WKH�\HDUV�JR�E\��$QG�VR�LW�ZDV�IRU�3KLO�
DQG�$QQ�

Finding Their Niche
3KLO¶V�EDFNJURXQG�ZDV�GLHVHO�PHFKDQ�
LFV��DQG�DW�RQH�SRLQW�LQ�KLV�FDUHHU�KH�
KDG�EHHQ�SDUW�RI�D�GHVLJQ�WHDP�IRU�
GLHVHO�IXHO�¿OWHUV�IRU�SLFNXSV�DQG�PR�
WRUKRPHV��7KH�HDUO\�PRGHOV�RI�WKHVH�
YHKLFOHV�KDG�LQDGHTXDWH�IXHO�¿OWHUV��
DQG�WKH\�GLGQ¶W�FRPH�ZLWK�D�ZDUUDQW\�
IRU�EDG�IXHO��VR�KH�IRXQG�D�JUHDW�PDU�
NHW�QLFKH�DVVHPEOLQJ�DQG�VHOOLQJ�IXHO�
¿OWHUV�IRU������DSLHFH�
+H�DOVR�IRXQG�ZRUN�EXLOGLQJ�FXV�

WRP�)UHLJKWOLQHU�WUXFNV�OLNH�KLV�RZQ��
-XVW�DV�LW�FDXJKW�P\�H\H��KLV�WUXFN�ZDV�
WKH�WDON�RI�DQ\�59�SDUN�KH�YLVLWHG��+H�
ZRXOG�KDYH�KLV�FXVWRPHUV�EX\�WKHLU�
RZQ�WUXFN��DQG�WKHQ�KH�ZRXOG�EXLOG�
WKH�HLJKW�IRRW�VTXDUH�ER[��PRXQW�WKH�
¿IWK�ZKHHO�KLWFK�LQ�WKH�EHG�DQG�GR�WKH�
ZLULQJ�IRU�WKHP��$QQ�LQVWDOOHG�JURRY\�
YLQ\O�VWULSHV�RQ�WKH�VLGHV�
$IWHU�WUDYHOLQJ�IRU�D�ZKLOH��WKRXJK��

3KLO�UHDOL]HG�KH�ZRXOG�EH�KDSSLHVW�LI�
KH�KDG�VRPH�URRWV�DQG�D�SODFH�WR�FRPH�
KRPH�WR��6R��LQ������WKH\�ERXJKW�
VL[�DFUHV�LQ�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�DQG�EXLOW�
D����VLWH�59�SDUN�DQG�FDOOHG�LW�3KLO�
DQG�$QQ¶V�59��)RU�WKH�QH[W����\HDUV��
WKH\�OLYHG�LQ�WKHLU�¿YHU�HDFK�VXPPHU�
DW�WKHLU�SDUN��DQG�3KLO�PDGH�DQ�H[WUD�
LQFRPH�GRLQJ�59�UHSDLU�IRU�JXHVWV�WKDW�
VWD\HG�DW�WKH�SDUN�

The Joy of Boondocking
,Q�WKH�ZLQWHUV��WKH\�ZRXOG�KLWFK�XS�
DQG�KHDG�WR�WKH�6RXWKZHVW��DQG��OLNH�
PDQ\�IXOO�WLPH�59HUV��WKH\�GLVFRYHUHG�
WKH�MR\�RI�ERRQGRFNLQJ��,Q������WKH\�
XSJUDGHG�WKHLU�ULJ�ZLWK�WKH�DGGLWLRQ�RI�
����ZDWWV�RI�VRODU�SRZHU��D�������ZDWW�
LQYHUWHU�DQG����DPS�FKDUJH�FRQWUROOHU��
7KLV�ZDV�D�ELJ�VRODU�SRZHU�V\VWHP�IRU�
WKH�WLPH��DOWKRXJK�KH�KDV�XSJUDGHG�WR�
HYHQ�ELJJHU�FRPSRQHQWV�VLQFH�WKHQ���
EXW�3KLO�OLNHV�WKLQJV�WR�EH�KHDY\�GXW\�
IRU�WKH�WDVN�DW�KDQG�

$V�WKH�\HDUV�SDVVHG��WKH\�IRXQG�WKDW�
EHLQJ�VXUURXQGHG�E\�KDSS\�YDFDWLRQ�
LQJ�59HUV�DW�WKHLU�SDUN�DOO�VXPPHU�
ORQJ�PDGH�WKHP�ZLVK�WKH\�FRXOG�JHW�
RXW�DQG�KDYH�VRPH�VXPPHUWLPH�59LQJ�
IXQ��WRR��2QH�ZHHNHQG��WKH\�KLWFKHG�
XS�WKH�¿IWK�ZKHHO��OHIW�WKH�SDUN�LQ�WKH�
KDQGV�RI�D�WUXVWHG��ORQJ�WHUP�FXV�
WRPHU�DQG�ZHQW�WR�WKH�2XWHUEDQNV�WR�
JHW�VRPH�IUHVK�RFHDQ�EUHH]HV��:KDW�
D�VKRFN�LW�ZDV�WR�GLVFRYHU�WKDW�WKH�
VDQG�ZDV�WRR�VRIW�IRU�WKHLU�KHDY\�ULJ�
DQG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�VR�ELJ�WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�
FKDUJHG�IRU�WZR�FDPSVLWHV�
7KDW�JOLWFK�GLGQ¶W�GHWHU�WKHP��

KRZHYHU��+RPHRZQHUV�RIWHQ�KDYH�
ZHHNHQG�JHWDZD\�FDELQV��VR�ZK\�
FDQ¶W�IXOO�WLPH�59HUV"�7KH\�ERXJKW�
D�OLWWOH�)DOFRQ�FODVV�%��VHW�LW�XS�IRU�
ERRQGRFNLQJ��MXVW�OLNH�LWV�ELJ�¿IWK�
ZKHHO�EURWKHU��DQG�WXUQHG�LW�LQWR�WKHLU�
VXPPHU�ZHHNHQG�KRPH�IRU�H[FXUVLRQV�
WR�WKH�EHDFK�

Perfecting and Upgrading
&RQWLQXLQJ�WR�SHUIHFW�WKHLU�ULJ�VHWXS�
DV�WKH�\HDUV�ZHQW�E\��WKH\�HYHQWX�
DOO\�GHFLGHG�LW�ZDV�WLPH�WR�XSJUDGH�
WKHLU�GLJV��VR�LQ������WKH\�PRYHG�
RXW�RI�WKHLU�RULJLQDO������(ONKDUW�
¿IWK�ZKHHO�DQG�LQWR�D������$OSHQOLWH�
���IRRW�¿IWK�ZKHHO��7KH\�ZHQW�WR�
WRZQ�FXVWRPL]LQJ�WKHLU�QHZ�KRPH��
IRFXVLQJ�RQ�IXQGDPHQWDOV�¿UVW��3KLO�
VD\V�WKHLU�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�XSJUDGH�
ZDV�WR�DGG�PXFK�KHDYLHU�VXVSHQVLRQ�
DQG�WR�XSJUDGH�WKH�ZKHHOV�DQG�WLUHV�
WR������LQFKHV��+H�DOVR�XSJUDGHG�WKH�
ULJ�WR�KROG�����JDOORQV�RI�IUHVK�ZDWHU�
WR�PDNH�ERRQGRFNLQJ�VWRSRYHUV�HYHQ�
PRUH�FRPIRUWDEOH�
:KHQ�WKH�\HDU������DUULYHG��3KLO�

DQG�$QQ�KDG�EHHQ�OLYLQJ�LQ�DQ�59�IRU�
WZR�GHFDGHV��7KDW�\HDU�EHFDPH�D�WUDQ�
VLWLRQDO�RQH�IRU�WKHP�DV�WKH\�GHFLGHG�
WR�PDNH�VRPH�ELJ�FKDQJHV�WR�KRZ�WKH\�
VSHQW�WKHLU�WLPH�RQ�D�GDLO\�EDVLV�

Continued ›››

eee�e]`YO[^S`�Q][
(VFDSHHV�0HPEHUV�UHFHLYH���LVVXHV�IRU�

WKH�SULFH�RI����(QWHU�FRGH�

ZKHQ�MRLQLQJ�:RUNDPSHU�1HZV�
���������������LQIR#ZRUNDPSHU�FRP

:DQWLQJ�WR�:RUNDPS�EXW�GRQ·W�
NQRZ�ZKHUH�WR�VWDUW"�

��7KRXVDQGV�RI�:RUNDPSLQJ�MREV��RQOLQH�DQG�PDJD]LQH�
��$UWLFOHV�DQG�RQOLQH�UHVRXUFHV
��&RQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�OLNH�PLQGHG�59HUV
��2QOLQH�WRROV�WR�KHOS�\RX�PDUNHW�\RXUVHOI�WR�HPSOR\HUV
��5HVHDUFK�WR�ILQG�D�:RUNDPSLQJ�MRE�WKDW·V�D�PDWFK
��(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�VXSSRUW

eWbV�E]`YO[^S`�<Sea
6WDUW�KHUH�
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Emily and Mark Fagan have been traveling full-time since 2007. Until recently, they 
split their time between their fifth-wheel trailer and their sailboat, but now they are 
back on the road full-time. They chronicle their journey with beautiful photos and 
fun stories at roadslesstraveled.us, and their site also includes many pages of tips 
about the RVing lilfestyle.

2QH�WKLQJ�WKDW�LV�KDUG�WR�LPDJLQH�
EHIRUH�EHJLQQLQJ�D�OLIH�RI�IXOO�WLPH�
59LQJ�LV�WR�YLVXDOL]H�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�\RX�
ZLOO�GR�DOO�GD\�ORQJ��HYHQ�LI�\RX�DUHQ¶W�
JRLQJ�WR�PDNH�D�OLYLQJ�RQ�WKH�URDG��
6LJKWVHH"�5HDG"�9LVLW�IDPLO\"�7DNH�
SKRWRV�RI�FRRO�SODFHV"�,W�VHHPV�WKDW��
LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV��ZKDW�\RX�GR�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�
\HDUV�RI�IXOO�WLPH�59LQJ�LV�RIWHQ�TXLWH�
GLIIHUHQW�IURP�ZKDW�\RX�GR�LQ�ODWHU�
\HDUV�GRZQ�WKH�URDG�

Mixing It Up Again
$IWHU����\HDUV�RI�FUXLVLQJ�DURXQG�
WKH�6RXWKZHVWHUQ�VWDWHV�LQ�WKH�ZLQ�
WHU��ZRUNLQJ�DW�WKHLU�59�SDUN�LQ�WKH�
VXPPHU�DQG�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�VHOOLQJ�
GLHVHO�IXHO�¿OWHUV�IURP�WKHLU�PRELOH�
ZRUNVKRS�RQ�WKHLU�)UHLJKWOLQHU�WUXFN�
ZKHQHYHU�RSSRUWXQLW\�VWUXFN��3KLO�DQG�
$QQ�ZHUH�UHDG\�WR�PL[�LW�XS�DJDLQ�
3KLO�ZDVQ¶W�NHHQ�RQ�KDYLQJ�GLUW\�

KDQGV�DOO�WKH�WLPH�IURP�KLV�GLHVHO�
IXHO�¿OWHU�ZRUN��DQG�WKH�SULFHV�IRU�
WKH�SDUWV�LQ�KLV�¿OWHUV�KDG�VN\URFN�
HWHG��+LV�RQH�WLPH������IXHO�¿OWHU�
QRZ�KDG�WR�IHWFK�D�SULFH�RI��������WR�
FRYHU�FRVWV��$OVR��IRU�\HDUV�WKH\�KDG�
EHHQ�¿[LQJ�DQG�XSJUDGLQJ�ULJV�
IRU�RWKHU�59HUV�ZKR�ZHUH�
KHDGHG�RXW�RQ�H[FLWLQJ�
DGYHQWXUHV�WR�$ODVND�
DQG�0H[LFR��DQG�WKH\�
ZHUH�ERWK�HDJHU�WR�
WUDYHO�ZLWKRXW�KDYLQJ�
D�KRPH�SRUW�DQ\�PRUH��
/LNH�GLYLQH�SURYLGHQFH��
WKH�IDOWHULQJ�HFRQRP\�

VWHSSHG�LQ�WR�JLYH�WKHP�DQ�H[WUD�SXVK��
,Q�6HSWHPEHU�RI�WKDW�\HDU��ZKHQ�WKH\�
OHIW�1RUWK�&DUROLQD��WKH\�FORVHG�WKHLU�
59�SDUN�IRU�WKH�ODVW�WLPH�
+XUULFDQH�,NH�ZDV�PDNLQJ�D�PHVV�

RI�WKH�6RXWKHUQ�VWDWHV��VR�WKH\�KLJK�
WDLOHG�LW�WR�WKH�*\SV\�-RXUQDO�UDOO\�LQ�
2KLR��$UULYLQJ�RQ�IXPHV��WKHUH�ZDV�
QR�IXHO�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�
EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�KXUULFDQH��DQG�WKH\�
GLVFRYHUHG�QRW�RQO\�D�ZHOFRPLQJ�
FRPPXQLW\�DW�WKH�UDOO\��EXW�D�JUHDW�RS�
SRUWXQLW\�WR�SURYLGH�PRELOH�59�UHSDLU�
VHUYLFHV��$�QHZ�LGHD�ZDV�ERUQ��DQG�
WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�IROORZLQJ�WKH�PDMRU�
59�UDOOLHV�DURXQG�WKH�FRXQWU\�RIIHULQJ�
PRELOH�59�UHSDLU�VHUYLFH�HYHU�VLQFH�
2I�FRXUVH��GLHVHO�PHFKDQLF�ZRUN�LV�

D�EUHH]H�IRU�KLP��EXW�3KLO�KDV�VSH�
FLDOL]HG�LQ�HOHFWULFDO�V\VWHPV��DV�KH�
KDV�GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�HOHFWULFDO�V\VWHPV�
DUH�RIWHQ�WKH�ZHDN�OLQN�LQ�PDQ\�59V��
+H�LQVWDOOV�VRODU�SRZHU�V\VWHPV�DQG�
XSJUDGHV�IRU�IRONV�WKDW�ZDQW�WR�GU\�
FDPS��DQG�KH�VHOOV�/('�OLJKWV�DV�ZHOO�
7KH\�KDYH�IRXQG�WKDW�WKLV�NLQG�RI�

ZRUN�LV�PRVW�SUR¿WDEOH�LI�WKH\�DWWHQG�
WZR�UDOOLHV�LQ�QHDUE\�SODFHV�EDFN�WR�

EDFN��UHGXFLQJ�WUDYHO�H[SHQVHV�DQG�
NHHSLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�HQ�
HUJ\�KLJK��:KHQ�ZH�FKDWWHG�

WRJHWKHU�LQ�$UL]RQD�LQ�ODWH�ZLQWHU��WKH\�
KDG�D�¿QDO�UDOO\�RQ�WKHLU�VFKHGXOH�LQ�
$SULO�DQG�ZHUH�SODQQLQJ�WR�WDNH�WKH�
VXPPHU�RII�WR�HQMR\�D�OLWWOH�VLJKW�
VHHLQJ�EHIRUH�VHWWLQJ�XS�VKRS�RQFH�
DJDLQ�DW�WKH�$OEXTXHUTXH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
%DOORRQ�)LHVWD�LQ�2FWREHU�

Coming Full Circle
$V�3KLO�DQG�$QQ�VKDUHG�WKHLU�VWRU\�
ZLWK�PH��DQG�DV�,�ZDQGHUHG�WKURXJK�
QHDUO\�WKUHH�GHFDGHV�RI�59LQJ�ZLWK�
WKHP��,�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�LQ�PDQ\�ZD\V�
WKH\�KDG�FRPH�IXOO�FLUFOH��:KHQ�
WKH\�VHW�RII�RQ�WKHLU�DGYHQWXUHV�DV�D�
SDLU�RI�\RXQJHU�DGXOWV�LQ�������WKH\�
HQYLVLRQHG�GRLQJ�HQJUDYLQJV�DW�ÀHD�
PDUNHWV�DV�D�ZD\�WR�JHW�E\��$IWHU�
WUDYHOLQJ�D�FLUFXLWRXV�URXWH��WKH\�KDYH�
HQGHG�XS�SURYLGLQJ�PRELOH�59�UHSDLU�
VHUYLFHV�DW�59�UDOOLHV��7KH�QRWLRQ�RI�
VHOOLQJ�WKHLU�ZDUHV�DW�SXEOLF�JDWKHULQJV�
KDV�EHHQ�D�FRQVLVWHQW�WKHPH�IRU�WKHP��
7KH\�MXVW�KDG�WR�¿QG�ZKDW�ZDV�EHVW�WR�
VHOO��PHFKDQLFDO�DQG�HOHFWULFDO�VNLOOV�
3KLO�KDV�KRQHG�VLQFH�WKHLU�SUH�59�
GD\V���DQG�ZKHUH�EHVW�WR�VHOO�LW��DW�59�
UDOOLHV�ZKHUH�WKH\�PHHW�OLNH�PLQGHG�
SHRSOH�ZKR�QHHG�WKHLU�VHUYLFHV��
,�WKLQN�FDVWLQJ�RII�WKH�GRFN�OLQHV�WR�

HPEDUN�RQ�D�OLIH�RI�WUDYHO�LQYROYHV�ORWV�
RI�EUDYHU\�DQG�DQ�DGYHQWXURXV�VSLULW��
%XW�LQ�WKH�HQG��ZH�WDNH�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�
RXU�RZQ�OLNHV�DQG�GLVOLNHV�DQG�RXU�
XQLTXH�VNLOOV�DQG�SHUVRQDOLWLHV�ZLWK�XV�
ZKHQ�ZH�OHDYH�KRPH��,I�ZH�DUH�JRLQJ�
WR�¿QG�MR\��KDSSLQHVV�DQG�HYHQ�DQ�LQ�
FRPH�RQ�WKH�URDG��ZH�PXVW�ORRN�GHHS�
ZLWKLQ�RXUVHOYHV�WR�¿QG�WKH�VRXUFH�
DQG�ZHOOVSULQJ�IRU�RXU�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�
IXO¿OOPHQW��DQG�VRPHWLPHV�ZH�QHHG�WR�
SXW�D�IHZ�PLOHV�XQGHU�RXU�ZKHHOV�¿UVW��
3KLO�DQG�$QQ�VD\�WKHUH�LV�QR�HQG�WR�

WKHLU�59�WUDYHOV�LQ�VLJKW��DQG�,¶P�VXUH�
LI�ZH�FKHFN�LQ�ZLWK�WKHP�DJDLQ��LQ�
DQRWKHU�IHZ�GHFDGHV��ZH�ZLOO�¿QG�WKHLU�
MRXUQH\�KDV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�WDNH�WKHP�RQ�
DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�ZLQGLQJ�URDG���
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